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(alitor, but It cuts no figure. He hasTHE KIWI "KIKO" county, they ara a cheaper lot of people
than Thk Nkws editor thinks thev are.

ti venes of an old timer would assert
that he had lived here a number of
years and never heard of such thing
before. Shepherd would add that he
heard of one before but that was prior
to hl advent into the country and he
couldn't say whether It was true or not.
The building of shops, general offices,
court bouse, public school house, club
building, immense hotel, etc., would be
canvassed, and again the stranger would
retire impressed with the greatness of
the metropolis of "Otero county. Thk
Nkws editor fell in with "the boys." and
was convinced that it would ba the
proper thing to raise 83,500 and put It
into a printing office 83.500 which prob-
ably cannot be recovered and which will
have to be moved out If business con

consider the price of the stock usad,

thus reduc!ngtheblllto5cenU per copy.
Mr. Stuart said that he did not want
Thk Nkwh to do such thing. He had
placed his foot In It, through not know-

ing all about the blank, and would pay
the bill, hut that he did not propose to
have any more hlanks printed than was

absolutely necessary and that while this
one would doubtless facilitate the work
of the assessor. It could be done without.
Thk NKWg editor replied that he knew

that the Democrats would accuse the
paper of holding up the county anyway
and that he did not think it best, now
that the blank had beeu discussed, to
take more than 5 cents per blank be-

cause the bill was large and those who
did not know the circumstances would
he sure to make a kick: and so the mat-

ter stood.
OOOD DRAWS. A BLANK.

stated that he thought It Inadvisable to
all of the first county off-

icials for the reason that the public
would say they were a ring of perpet-
ual office seekers, and yet, he felt at
he ,rt that It would be difficult to better
the condition. The only trouble with
tie officials has been that the business
was new to them all, and they were con-

scientious, honest office holders rather
than politicians and they may have been
Imposed on at times, and unquestiona-
bly have made political mistakes that
would not be countenanced In older
counties where the struggle for suprem-
acy meant the gathering of all jHisslble
strength and the laying aside of person-
al ambitions.

IS OTIIKR WALKS OF LIFK.

The disposition shown by the man
who attempted to make political capital
out of the county printing has been lib-

erally evidenced by others in previous
matters and Is regarded as the curse of
Otero county.

From the time the county was first
organized down to the present there lia
been an inclination on the part of a
number of residents to retard progres-
sion and tear down all attempts to con-

cert upbuilding. First the Eddys, then
the companies, and later, with shameless
persistency, the characters and business
of progressive Individuals were attacked
by these jealous human vultures. Their
trail of treachery is visible from the
back rooms of Alamogordo to the pigeon
holes in wrltinc desks of Pennsylvania.
No man has been safe from their slurs
and slander, and many who were anx-

ious to remain obscure from public and

probabilities are that ha is a big, sissy.
Irresponsible slob not worth the powder
to blow him to hell and a man who can-

not look honest men In the face where
he came from, or that he Is a slanderous,
malicious, contemptible coyote, who

should have been dangled from a limb
by a vigilante committee years ago.

BO ISTICBICST n oovmty politics.
Heretofore, Thk Nkws has taken no

part in county politics whatever. Its
policy has been to uphold the national
and territorial administrations. It has
favored no county candidates and has
not pushed any man forward to thelet-rlme- ut

of another. It has simply posed
as a straightforward Republican news-

paper, believing that the best men would
win In the convention and willing to
support the men nominated. Perhaps
the man who threw the above boome-

rang did not know that It would return
and wreck havoc In his own camp. He

forgot that Tub Nkwh and Its friends
would reseut the matter and solidify

against any Republican combination
low enough to give publicity to such a

canard. I'erhaps he did not know that
Thk Nkwh editor realizes that no sec-

tion of tho United States contains as

large an aggregation of back-bitin- un-

derhanded, shameless, lying, dishonor-

able scoundrels as this, and that the ar-

ticle would be regarded as the vaporing
of ane of those narrow-minde- d cranks.

PARTY PHII1K PARAMOUNT.

Thk Nkws editor blushes to be forced
to print the above facts. It may not be
policy todo so, but it certainly can result
in no harm to the community and it may
be the means of convincing some people
how mean, contemptible and narrow-minde- d

they are In allowing their self-

ishness to retard the business, progres- -

Thar seems to be a desire on the
part of orne of the Republicans In this
county to coma to the support of Thk
Nicwaof this town. In that connection
the Democrats only look at auch a con-dltlo- o

with one view, namely, that of
success for the entire Democratic ticket
at the November election.

It hi Interesting to see the history of
Tub Nkws since It came under the pres-
ent management. The county, through
a few of Its Republican officials, has
started a system of feeding political pap
to Thk Nkwh, and Thk Nkwh has delib-
erately held-u- p the county In every con-
ceivable manner possible. It receives
$240 per year for publishing the pro-
ceedings of the county commissioners
and gets all of the printing of official
papers of the county. Not being satis-
fied with ordinary profits on printing,
at the April meeting of the commission-
ers The Nkwh through its editor pres-
ented a bill to the board for 970 for
printing 1,000 blanks for the assessor's
office. We have had an opportunity of
examining those blanks and can safely
say that they were worth just the sum
of 'SIX DOLLARS, a single "hold up"
of 964 In favor of the News. The com-

missioners having orderd the blanks with
out getting a figure before hand, could
not understand how any such blanks
could cost 970 and asked the honorable
Mr. Manning, bow It was. He made a
whining appeal and gave the commis-
sioners a long lecture on the cost of
printing in this territory, and claimed
that It was an open order and they were
committed to the payment of It. They
finally compromised on 860, which was
paid. After the meeting the commis-
sioners looked Into the matter and saw
that they had been gulled through their
ignorance of the printing business.

As a consequence the next batch of
printing to be done was submitted to the
Banner for a figure on it. The Banner
set a price of 87.50 and upon the same
matters being submitted to Thk News the
Honorable Mr. Manning set a price of

Naturally, the Manner got the job,
IT. Manning lias arraigned the cum- -

) of this county for even asking
a. a Kepubiican paper, for

Btork and that in face oajrifl
Hbittfi stated. ÉB

never Injured the editor nor the papar
and Is conducting himself In a law abid-
ing, gentlemanly manner, and no light
will be made on him to further the pol-
itical ends of his enemies. It may seen
strange that there are new people in
this community broad minded enough
to mind their own business and depre-
cate the continual persecution of any
man, but It is a fact. It may also be
Interesting for the public to know that
prominent men in Alamogordo have
been repeatedly accused of furnishing
money to kill some man whom they dis-

liked back In the early days. Yet this
does not signify that this paper must
parade it before strangers and create a
campaign issue from It. Perhaps the
man deserved killing. Hut there is one
thing about Mr. Lee that must com-
mand the admiration of all men. Ha
does not go around back-cappin- g his
enemies and seeking to stir up strife.

The Nkws editor trusts that his posi-

tion in the premises is clear to all. He
has no interest In any of the old feeds
of the county and is not making political
capital of Mr. Lee's misfortunes, nor
does lie seek Mr. I. ees political friend-
ship. The Republican party of Otero
county would be much better off if it
would refuse to consider either the open
friends or open enemies of Mr. Lee so
long as the unfortunate affair persistH in
(Mtsingasa campaign issue. The Re-

publican party is too grand an institu-
tion to be used to further personal spite.

LACK OF POLITICS.

Reeause this paper has not taken sides
and aired the spites and enmities of per-
sons witli whom the editor has only a
slight acquaintance, it is accused of
lacking politics as well as "trying to run
politics.'' If malice, hatred and mud
slinging are political requisites, then
Thk Nkws is not In politics. It has been
a clean, pure Kepubiican newspaper
from start to finish and one that must
command the respect of every broad-minde-

thinking man. It has with-
stood the taunts, slanders and lies of
every howling vawp and canting cur in
the county and lias preserved a quiet
dignity through it all: realizing, though,
that it was an instrument that It could
make or mar the future of anyone In-

dividual in the community. It possesses
information and letters now that would
lead to the undoing of many of its ene-
mies but lias refrained from using them
and does not propose to use them unless
as a last extremity.

IN RKVIK4V.

It must not be considered from this
article that the smouldering fire of rage
and disappointment which has been
gathering In the editor's breast for the
past year is just breaking out and will
continue to the injury of the town. It
would require page after page of the
paper to cover the field of doings during
the past year, and some of the citizens
would receive, the nicest blessing that
ever fell to their lot were such the caso.
The editor has talked peace and pro-
gress until he has given up in despair.
Especially does it seem impossible to do
anything now that politics are driving
the people further apart. This article
is published with the hope that a mild
cussing will accomplish something where
pleading appeals to community loyalty
and shaming of personal jealousies has
failed. There arc a lot of people here
who remind one of gossiping old women
standing on the street corners dispens-
ing made-to-orde- r scandal. For shame I

Be men ! Return to the old state of af-

fairs that existed during Harvey's time,
and let us forget the past and work for
one another and tho whole community
in general.

The original intention of this articlo
was merely to express the editor's opin-
ion of the astute Republican or Repub-
licans who tried to raise a tempest in a
teapot by lying about Thk Nkws through
a Democratic paper, but the subject
proved hydra-heade- d and furnished a
superb opportunity for saying something
that has been needed here for a long
time.
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ditions grow worse than they now are.
In the early day? there was no back-
biting, no envy, no jealousy. If officials
of one of the companies were on the
road to Alamogordo, the boys would put
on their company deportment, think up
a banquet speech, dig down In their
jeans to help defray the expenses, and
see that the visitors were as thoroughly
impressed with the town as they were.
Did a prominent man have a birthday,
the boys would banquet him. All looked
hopefully and cheerfully toward the fu-

ture and laid plans in accordance with
then unbounded faith In the town. The
little residence that was to receive the
wife of one, the business house that was
to be occupied, the new enterprise that
was to be engaged in by another, were
objects of commiinito interest and pride.
Than were, no politics. Tho countv
officials appointed by the governor were
satisfactory to all and none had an am-

bition to succeed them. The boys laid
great stress on the politics of the future
and HtrVey was slated for mayor. O'Shea
for alderman of the first ward, and any-
body else could have tin other offices by
asking for them. Alamogordo pros-
pered and forged ahead under the con-

ditions.
I'KN.W.TY OF rOITI.ARITV.

Hut Colonel Harvey became too popu-
lar, and ho was removed. He had been
the life ot the Commercial club and the
prime mover In all public enterprises.
This paper was laughed at by a few for
devoting so much space to the Colonel.
He was tne mark ol envy and was driv
en out a h?art broken, disappointed.
nerve-shatter- man smarting under
the lack of appreciation evidenced for
his heroic work in helping to build up
Alamogordo and stunned by failure of
his friends to stand bv him in his hour
of need. Gradually the people divided
into social, religions and political fac-

tions which Inhibited further unity.
Men in business noted that their future
depended not on their ability to rustle
and retain business on the merits of
business, but rather on the "pull" they
could command. In consequence busi-

ness men refused 'to purchase property
and build residences, preferring to re-

main In a position that they could va-

cate at a moment's notice should they
meet with the disapproval of the powers
tli at be.

THK OLD FKl'DH.
The division of the community could

but result in but one thing the bring-
ing forth of all the old foods that cursed
the section before Otoro county was cre-
ated. The Lee matter was rehearsed
with embellishments and variations, and
the participants-I- the fued could not
see why now comers should not feel the
same hatred. It dominated politics and
made the new comers tired The old
timers forget that strangers care nothing
for their animosities. There Is a law in
the land, and justico has been satisfied
so far as Mr. Lee is concerned. He has
been vindicated and in the eyes of the
new coiners here he is as much a man
as any of his enemies. Some people who
consider themselves greater than justice
may not be satisfied, but we fear that
their self importance may some day-lea-

them to consider themselves great-
er than Christ and demand the remit-
tance of the pardon given the dying
thief on the cross. Mr. Lee's personal-
ity has been dinned into tho ears of tho

of the town and county,
of Republicans has made

democratic newspaper
pt the Republican or

al), and that a Repub-th- e

article referred to
The fight against

easing for many
o notice has been
party pride was
to the personal
the publishers.
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tolerant of
hen a man
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.terially aid in attracH
Bfed investors here, so thai
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lyone with a particle of

that the county printing
y far toward supporting

,per. It is merely one ol

lngs that aid to make up a
ier, but the 8240 per year
.county printing would not

lis of this institution
If the county officials

"bcoflpxy imagine that a gooa

newspaper man would consider 8500 a

year any Inducement to locate here and
blow about the glorious resources of the

In fact, after deducting the cost of la-

bor, paper, etc., the county printing
does not leave a good man more than a
month's salary out of a year's patron-
age. The Republican party of Otero
county could not repay Thk Nkwh for
Its work In their behalf with five times
the patronage they are able to give.

Thk Nkwh would have been much bet
ter off financially If it had tiot taken a

political stand, and would have had
many more friends and patrons than it
has now. When politicians want a

newspaper to blow their horn they for-

get that the paper must do it at the cost
of the Democratic patronage of the
town.

THK covnty COMMISSlO.NKKS.

About the second meeting of the
board of county commissioners It was
considered If the county could not get
Its printing done cheaper som where
els.. This regardless of the fact that
Thk Nkws was the only paper of gener-
al circulation In the county and the only
Republican newspaper. The editor did
not care much about the break, and
considered it made through ignorance of

such matters. It was a now board and
the members thought it perfectly right.
It was pointed out to them that the max-

imum rate was fixed by law and that it
was the price paid by every other coun-

ty In the territory. In this connection
Thk News desires to state that if the
Democratic paper ever gets an opportu-
nity to do the county printing it will do
the work at the full legal rate and no
bid will be made against them. There
Is little enough In the work, and a con-

sistent
a

party paper is entitled to all the
patronage it can get.

Considering that the county commis-

sioners desired to take the printing from
this concern and give it to a cheaper
paper, it does not look as though they
were in any combination or were at any
Mne breaking th-- ir necks to "feed poli-

tical pap to The News."

the first BLANK.

When the blank for the assessor's office,

referred to In the Democratic paper, was
brought to Thk News office, the mana-
ger

a

advised the man who brought It

that it was an expensive blank and that
he would have tb get an order from the

rman of the board before the job
ould be tackled. Unfortunately, the

deputy assessor bad no copy to go by

d as the manager of the paper could
make out what was wanted, it was
ed over to the foreman. The latter
t all of two days making out the
, running around with proofs, fix- -

p box. headings, etc., before be
ascertain exactly what was de- -

After it was done and the job set
pe a new deputy had charge and

ed something else, so the job
ver again. In all, the time
In preparing copy, com post

ures work, etc., was nearly
And that time was paid a

week man (The Nkws does not hire

iipetent printers and the concern
takes up the time of a good man

Tim the office has to pay for it.) The
statement that the Democratic paper
could have done It for 86 Is pure rot.

That Institution does not possess a man

with brains enough to prepare the copy,

material enough to set up the job or a

press large enough to print it. It was a

blank larger than a mortgage deed and
one which would ordlnarilly have cost a
countv 10 cents per sheet. The Nkwh
placed the price at 7 conts. At th
meeting of the board a bill came in for
some other blanks from Uie New Mexi

can printing campany which wen: larg-

er and cost less, and tho commissioners
desired to know why the New Mexican
blanks could be printed so cheap. Thk
News editor went over tho cost of tho
blank furnished bv this office with the
foreman and found that the bill was not

exorbitant. Tho fault In cost was par
tially due to the failure of the deputy to

furnish copy, and in taking up the time
of Thk News foreman In preparing it.

The cost of the blank was shown the

commissioners and their attonticn was
called to the fact that the blank fur
nished by the New Mexican was some-

thing used In every county In the terri
tory and that, judging from the number
furnished Otero county, fully 50,000

must have been printed, showing a

handsome sum for the work in tuto.

There is some difference between print
ing 50,000 and 1,000 blanks, but a man
who Is lucapable of figuring on any sort
of a printing job is not supposed to real

ize this. The commissioners agreed to

pay tho bill. "The honorable Mr. Man
ning" did not make a "whining plea,"
for he does not do business that way.
He conducts business on business prin-

ciples, knows the cost of work and
knows what constitutes a fair profit and
demands what Is just. If he don't get
It he wont do "whining" but will get
even just the samo.

The chairman of the board of com
missioners stated that he was led to
believe by the deputy that all he wanted
was some little scratch pad business that
would not cost more than two or three
dollars, and that he would not have or-

dered it if he had known it was to be ex-

pensive. The editor then volunatrially of-

fered to take 10 per cent of profit on the
job, Including preparing the copy, corn- -

position, changes, and presswork and not

ol

m
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Some time later It developed that
members of the Republican party were

stating that ThI News was " trying to
run politics," and they were very gen-

erously hack-cappin- the paper and Its
editor, some of the remarks being more

forceful than eloquent and not In the
least complimentary. In view of the
fact that the printing company had
spent over 84,000 in Alamogordo trying
to build up a plant that could handle
all classes of work and keep ahead of

the times, and considering that the paper
was then the best weekly in the terri-

tory, it looked to the editor as though
The concern was entitled to more con

sideration and that the Republicans of
Otero county at least should take a

pride in it. The matter of looking for
cheaper place to publish tho countv

printing, the kick on the cost of print-

ing a blank, the withholding of the de-

linquent tax list and the arbitrary raise
of taxation on the plant were all con-

sidered by the editor as utter disregard
on tho part of the county officials for
their organ. The straw that broke the
camel's back was laid on when The
Nkwh manager was requested to BID
OH A COUNTY BLANK AO A INST A

DEMOCRATIC PAI'ER. Mr. Collins
called at the manager's house (the man
ager being ill at the time, and perhaps

little irritable) and asked the price.

"It is worth six or eight dollars, and I

guess six dollars would bo a good price
for It; but If the Republican county of-

ficials want their official organ to bid

against a Democratic paper for it, you

can tell them we don't want it at any

price," was the answer. Mr. Collins

started to go away, and the manager
called him back and said: "tio tell-Mr- .

dood, instead, that our price is 824. I

want to put it high enough to lose Hand
see if they will give it to the Democratic
paper. Then tell Mr. Hood of my con-

versation with you after he gives the
blank away, and also tell him that in

the future when the Republicans of

Otero county want the support of Thk
News we will be compelled to take bids

from their Democratic opponents. Also
tell Mr. Shepherd what I have done In

this matter and tell him that I will ex-

plain why I did so, when I come, down

town." That afternoon the manager
told Messrs. Shepherd and Laurie about
it, and tho latter was of the opinion

that tho wrong course had been pur-

sued, but that the other fellows were also
foolish to ask for the bid. Later con-

siderable work was given The News and
no instance has ever been cited where
any " hold up " was attempted. The
next day after the above Incident oc-

curred every Republican and Demo-

cratic politician in town knew of the in-

cident, and an effort now to use it as
campaign matter in the hope of gulling
some outside reader, is extremely silly.

THK NEWS RINf).

Tho charge that there Is a "News'
ring" is even more absurd than the
others. The News has had no candi-

dates and has steadfastly refused to en-

tertain any names except for the legis

lative ticket. Some time ago Mr. Baker
asked for an expression from the editor
and he was told that tho paper would

support him heartily if nominated, but
that nothing could induce tho editor to
bo drawn Into county political lights
prior to the convention. Mr. Bakor has
repeatedly been since told by back-cappe- rs

that The Nkws editor was

lighting him, but there was no truth In

the statements and he found that no

one was able to give him proof. The
truth of the matter is that no one con-

nected with The Nkws has cared a con-

tinental who was nominated on the
ticket. The News editor Is not out for
office and no office within the gift of the
county would be accepted by him If both
parties should endorse him and insure
him a walk-ove- The News does not
even want the county printing again, If
to gain It the policy of the paper must
entail the sacrifice of friends. Thk
Nkwh editor also assurred Mr. Stuart
some time ago that the paper would be
glad to support him in case he were
nominated. The papor has certainly
not supported any one else for either of
the above positions, so the "ring" bug
aboo looks very much like a scarecrow
created by some jack-le- g mischief
brewer.

PKKAKXT OKU (IMS.
The appointed county officials have

lllled the offices very creditably, and It
Is doubtful If Otero county will ever
have a better administration than the
present one. Tut News editor has

KdievelTP El Paso's Grand Attraction !
en at any time UWféeñM Hk

SI t-- t . . .1 Ban. uno oe uonvinrea 11 ne is Bar

social gaze have been forced to see the
sanctity of their homes invaded and
their private lives paraded before so

ciety by hide-boun- d fanatics whose
crooked, lying tongues are capable of
distorting fact to hideous unreality. No
man in the employ of the companies has
felt but what his tenure of office de

pended alone on Hie good win ol some
malicious-minde- tattling. exaggerating

il or she-dev- il with a "pull" back
East. A few of the liberal minded fel-

lows, who disregarded all cliques and
factions and clung to their manhood
have remained, but not many. What
has been the result ? Many have moved

their families away rather than see them
continually embroiled in the cataclysm
of social scandal. Because of the fear
of losing patronage and the uncertain
friendship of those with a "pull," many
have declined to invest In anything that
can not be moved from the place. Noth-

ing has succeeded during the past year.
Clubs and associations founded to pro-

mote the public weal have gone by the
board, the victims of the croaker and
scandal-monge- r. Strangers coming to
town have been scared away by the dis-

mal predictions of the calamity howlers
Business men with money invested have
cancelled contracts for the purchase of
town property and now doggedly guard
their business interests and think:
"rend me, you infernal buzzards, if you
can!" Every progressive man is dis-

gusted with the state, of affairs, and yet
is afraid to be liberal because he may be

taken advantage of. The condition pre-

vailing in society and business finds a

similitude In politics. Hero it is not
politics it is slander, lying, deceit, and
trickery and an honorable man In

seeking to serve the public permits dem-

ocratic and republican scoundrels to use,

his good name for a foot ball. Alamo-gordo'- s

grave yard of public works now
contains a commercial club, a commun-

ity fountain, an artesian well, a number
of business houses, acres of fruit land
and many small manufacturing enter-

prise, and their head stones have been
etched bv the barbod tongue of devilish
envy. Culess a change Is wrought soon
and the plan which
has proved so detrimental to the town is

succeeded by a broader policy In politics
the cemetary will have a new monument
this fall and It will be inscribed: "Re-

publican party of OtorO county."
LOOKING BACKWARD.

Those who came to Alamogordo in
the spring of 181 have something to re
flect on now, and their reminiscences
give evidence of a remarkable change
in the social, religious, business and po-

litical cast of the community. Then all
the district north of the hotel was a
stretch of barren sago brush plain ap
parently not worth tho trouble to re-

claim It. But the town had something
at the time that was even better than
fertile land It possessed a baud of en-

ergetic, wide-awak- e citizens, all pulling
in unison for tho best Interests of the
place. Then the rotund form of genial
Colonel Harvey (Alamogordo owes him
a debt of gratitude that It can never
repay) was visible in the steps of the
hotel and a hearty greeting was given
that made the tired, dusty traveler feel
that It was a pleasure to be here in the
society of "white" people even though
the trip had been tiresome and disagree
able. In the evening "tho boys" would
congregate In tho hotel or rotunda and
make the acquaintance of the stranger
and tell him of the wonderful possibili-
ties of Alamogordo and of Otero county.
Projected Improvements were discussed
and if the newcomer wert to bed with
tt,e Impression that Alamogordo was
destined to have less than 5.000 people
in a year he was totally devoid of imag-
ination. Perhaps a disagreeable dust
storm would rage all day next day, and
In the evening Harvey would take up a
collection and regale the guest with a
late luncheon. O'Shea would look at
Stuart and gravely say: "Is this the
first dust storm you have ever seen in
this country?" Stuart with the post- -

man and not a coward and cur of PI

Bjeek to be convinced or else re-B- c

statement as something that no
Hie man can labor under. The Pain's

Military

Spectacle

The Battle of

San Juan Hill.IE FIRE!
Direct from Manhattan Beach, after a Triumphal Tour
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The Leading Hardware Store
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LAURIE & FRAZ1ER
Alamogordo, New Mexico

Heavy and sneir Hardware, stoves am Tinware, iron

Pipes and Fillings, Valves and Brass Boons

Look over our goods and seo how well we can supply all you need In
Hardware, Tinware and Stoves from our splendid stock. We handle
only the better quality of goods, and our prices are right.
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